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World  hog  numbers  in  early  I968  were  estimated  at  510.9  million  head,  up  2 
percent  from  a  year  earlier  and  15  percent  above  the  196I-65  average.  This 
was  the  fourth  consecutive  year  that  world  numbers  have  increased.  The 
major  increases  occurred  in  Asia  (7  percent)  and  Western  Europe  (6  percent). 
Numbers  in  both  North  and  South  America  were  up  2  percent  from  the  previous 
year. 


Hogs:    Estimated  world  totals  by  continent  or  area, 
average  I96I-65,  annual  I966-68 


'Average  -  '>  '  '  Percent ^  change 

Continent  itqAi  2c  :    1966    :    196?    :    1968    :    1968    :  1968 


:Thousand  Thousand  Thousand  Thousand  Percent  Percent 

• 

North  America  :  76,600  68,900  76,000  77,lfOO  +1.0  +1.8 

South  America  :  66,700  77,000  76,500  77,900  +16.8  +1.8 

Europe:  : 

Western  :  66,700  69,800  70,UO0  75,000  +12. U  +6.5 

Eastern  :  U6,800  1^7,500  148,900  ^9,500  +5.8  +1.2 


Total  Europe  :  113,500    117,300    119,300    124,500     +9.7  +4.^ 


USSR  :  57,800  59,600  58,000  51,000  -11.8  -12.1 

Africa  :  5,200  5,500  5,500  5,500  +5.8 

Asia  :  122,1+00  156,500  l60,600  171,800  +kO,k  +7.0 

Oceania  :  2,500  2,700  2,700  2,800  +12.0  +3.7 


Total  world  :  1^,700    1|87,500    1+98,600    510,900    +II+.9  +2.5 


Hogs:    Number  in  specified  countries,  average  196I-65,  aonual  1966-68 


Continent  and  country 


Month  of 
enumeration  l/ 


Average 
1961-65 


1966 


IS67  2/ 


1968  2/ 


North  America:  : 

Canada  <.  :  Dec.  1 

United  States  3/  :  Jan.  1 

Puerto  Rico  :  Jan. 

El  Salvador  :  Oct. 

Guatemala  :  Spring 

Honduras . . .  „  :  Aug . 

Mexico  :  Spring 

Panama...  o.  :  Jan. 

Total  North  America  \J  : 

South  America:  : 

Argentina  :  June  30 

Brazil  :  Dec.  31 

Chile  :  Dec. 

Colombia  :  Oct. 

Ecuador  :  Aug. 

Paraguay  : 

Peru  :  Jvily  1 

Uruguay  :  June  30 

Venezuela  :  Dec.  3i 

Total  South  America  hj  : 

Europe:  ; 
Western:  ; 
EEC:  : 

Belgium  :  Dec. 

France  :  Oct. 

Germany,  West  :  Dec. 

Italy  :  Jan. 

Netherlands  :  Dec. 

Luxembourg  :  May 

Total  EEC  : 

Austria  :  Dec. 

Denmark  ;  Dec. 

Finland  ;  Dec. 

Greece  :  Dec. 

Ireland  ;  Jan. 

Norway  ;  Dec. 

Portugal  :  Dec. 

Spain  : 

Sweden  ;  Oct. 

Switzerland  ; 

United  Kingdom  ;  Dec. 

Total  Western  Europe  \J  : 

Eastern: 

Albania  ; 

Bulgaria  :  jan. 

Czechoslovakia  :  Jan.  1 

Germany,  East..,..  ;  Dec.  3 

Hungary  ;  Mar. 

Poland  ;  June  30 

Rcxnania  ;  jan. 

Yugoslavia  :  jan.  15 

Total  Eastern  Europe  kj  : 

Total  Europe  : 

USSR  :  Jan.  l 
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Hogs:    Number  in  specified  countries,  average  I96I-65,  annual  1966-68 
 (Cc.itinued) 


Continent  and  country 

Month  of 
[  enumeration 

1/ 
— / 

Average 

•   1961-65  ; 

1966  ; 

1967  2/  ; 

1968  2/ 

Thousand 

Thousand 

Thousand 

Thousand 

Africa: 

91 

128 

31 

122 

133 

131^ 



South  Africa,  Republic  of. 

30 



1,272 

1,290 

5,500 

5,500 

Asia: 

: 

1 

31 

35 

38 

ho 

1 

U,093 

— 

— 

7kl 

— 

— 

— 

7i^7 

991 

1,000 

— 

2,917 

2,936 

3,110 

— 

1 

5,159 

5,975 

5,1+00 

31 

1,^8 

1,382 

1,'*57 

1 

9,236 

10,1+76 

11,200 

11,500 

31 

U,660 

31 

3,332 

3,^*73 



... 

_/ 

 : 

122,  UOO 

156,500 

160,600 

171,800 

Oceania: 

1,567 

l,7'*7 

1.813 

1,950 

719 

667 

612 

612 

2,500 

2,700 

2,700 

2,300 

W*i+,700 

1+87,500 

!+98,600 

510,900 

1/  Official  estinates  for  countries  falling  in  October-December  are  shown  in  the  following  year 
for  canparisons.    2/  Preliminary,         50  States,    k/  Includes  an  allowance  for  missing  data  for  coun- 
tries shown  and  for  other  producing  countries  not  shown.    5/  Excludes  hogs  at  dairies.    6/  Includes 
hogs  at  dairies. 


Foreign  Acricultural  Service.    Prepared  or  esti-.ated  on  the  basis  of  official  statistics  of  foreign 
governments,  other  foreign  source  materials,  reports  of  U.S.  Agricultural  Attaches  and  Foreign  SerArlce 
Officers,  results  of  office  research,  and  related  information. 

Hog  numbers  Increased  for  the  second  year  in  North  America.     Canada  recorded 
the  largest  i>ercenteLge  increase,  up  5  percent,  while  numbers  in  the  United 
States  were  up  only  2  percent  from  early  1967.    The  upward  phase  of  the  hog 
cycle  in  both  the  United  States  and  Canada  shows  signs  of  slowing  down  re- 
flecting producer  response  to  declining  hog  prices  from  the  recent  high  es- 
tablished in  mid-1966. 

In  South  America  hog  production  continued  to  advance.    Brazil,  accounting  for 
over  80  percent  of  total  hog  numbers  in  South  America,  estimated  numbers  at 
63  million  head,  up  2  percent  from  a  year  earlier.    This  increase  was  largely 
the  result  of  favorable  feed  supplies  in  196?.    Hog  numbers  in  Argentina  were 
relatively  stable  with  those  of  the  previous  year,  but  some  expansion  is  ex- 
pected because  of  higher  producer  prices. 

Europe--where  one-fourth  of  the  world's  hogs  are  produced- -reported  hog  num- 
bers up  k  percent  in  early  I968,    The  greatest  increase  occurred  in  Western 
Europe  where  numbers  were  up  6  percent.    Numbers  in  Eastern  Europe  increased 
1  percent  from  a  year  earlier. 

Most  of  the  increase  in  hog  numbers  in  Western  Europe  occvirred  in  the  EEC 
countries.     It  appears  that  the  expansion  in  hog  numbers  resulted  because  of 
interest  stimulated  by  the  Coomion  Hog  Market  which  went  into  effect  July  1, 
1967.    The  single  market  guide  price  was  increased  for  pork  in  all  EEC  coun- 
tries. 
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Numbers  in  the  EEC  totaled  approximately  hi  million  head,  7  percent  greater 
than  those  in  I967.    The  largest  increase  occurred  in  West  Germany  where 
large  domestic  feed  supplies  in  I967  and  record  hog  prices  in  I966  encouraged 
expansion.    Although  hog  numbers  in  Belgium  are  small,  slightly  over  2  mil- 
lion head,  that  country  reported  a  lU  percent  increase  in  numbers.    Hog  num- 
bers in  France  were  up  some  5  percent.    France  had  expected  a  downswing  in 
its  hog  cycle  in  I967,  but  the  build  up  continued.     Some  producers  increased 
production  facilities  expecting  prices  to  be  maintained  at  the  favorable 
level  of  1965.    It  remains  to  be  seen  whether  the  lower  prices  which  occurred 
in  1967  will  cause  a  decline  in  numbers  or  whether  the  more  efficient  pro- 
ducers will  continue  expansion.    Hog  numbers  in  the  Netherlands  set  an  all- 
time  record  in  1967.    An  increase  in  Dutch  pork  production  is  again  expected 
throughout  1968,  however,  continued  expansion  is  limited  because  of  the  high 
dependence  of  Dutch  exports  to  other  members  of  the  European  Ccooon  Market 
where  production  is  eilso  gradueilly  increasing. 

In  other  areas  of  Western  Europe  hog  numbers  were  generally  above  the  levels 
in  early  I967.    Spain  reported  niimbers  to  be  up  ik  percent  as  a  result  of 
the  inclusion  of  heavier  hogs  under  the  support  price  system.    The  United 
Kingdom  reported  numbers  to  be  up  5  percent  in  spite  of  the  heavy  death 
losses  due  to  foot-and-mouth  disease.    Hog  numbers  in  Denmark — a  major  pork 
producing  and  exporting  country — were  reported  to  be  approximately  equal  to 
■titiose  of  a  year  earlier. 

In  Eastern  Europe  hog  numbers  were  estimated  to  be  up  only  1  percent  from  a 
year  earlier.  Reduced  feed  supplies  throughout  much  of  the  region  kept  hog 
production  about  equal  with  the  previous  year,  except  in  East  Germany  where 
hog  numbers  were  estimated  to  be  up  about  k  percent. 

Soviet  hog  numbers  in  early  1968  were  estimated  at  51  million  head,  down  12 
percent  from  a  year  earlier.    The  primary  cause  for  reduced  hog  numbers  ap- 
pears to  have  been  reduced  availability  of  feed  grain  supplies  in  I967. 
Diseases,  such  as  foot-and-mouth,  may  have  also  been  a  factor. 

Hog  numbers  in  Africa  were  reportedly  unchanged  from  a  year  earlier  while 
those  in  Asia  were  estimated  to  be  7  percent  above  the  level  in  earl>'  196?. 
Numbers  in  Oceania  were  up  5  percent  with  production  steadily  increasing 
in  Australia.    Sow  numbers  are  now  at  an  all-time  high  in  Australia  and  are 
expected  to  continue  their  expansion  for  several  years  to  come. 
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